Statement from the Inherited Metabolic Diseases Scotland Laboratory Group


Dear Laboratory Colleague

WITHDRAWAL OF BAYER CLINITEST REAGENT TABLETS

With immediate effect, Bayer has discontinued the production of Clinitest Reagent tablets (Catalogue number 2107) commonly used for testing of urinary reducing substances. As there is currently no commercially available alternative test, it is essential that any remaining stocks - the expiry date of which may be up to 2013 – are utilised most effectively and appropriately.

The IMD Scotland Laboratory group recommend that Clinitest is no longer used in Scottish laboratories:

· to test for lactose intolerance in faecal samples 

· in general urinary metabolic screening, eg as part of a developmental delay screen 

· for routine testing of thriving infants with jaundice

The remaining stock should only be used to rule out Galactosaemia in infants with relevant clinical features; 

Please contact your local metabolic laboratory (see below) to discuss alternative diagnostic pathways for investigating Galactosaemia.


Yours sincerely

Peter Galloway, RHSC, Glasgow
Rajeev Srivastava RHSC, Glasgow
Judith Strachan Ninewells Hospital, Dundee 

Jean Kirk, RHSC, Edinburgh
Ian White, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary
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