
Scottish Region
Meeting of the Scottish Regional Committee

Wednesday 2nd October 09:15 – 10:15

Creiff Hydro

Minutes

Present: Janet Tillman, Bill Simpson, Frank Finlay, Sarah Jarvis, Jacqueline McGuire, David Preiss, Mike Wallace, Maria Warner

In attendance: - no others

1. Apologies for absence
Received from: Susan Knox, Anne Pollock, Janet Hogg, Archie McConnell
2. Minutes of previous meeting (29th August 2007, previously circulated)
These were agreed as a correct record

3. Matters arising from these minutes and not specified on the agenda:

1. SNCB 

· JT has communicated with Derek Bishop from SPAN and David Cameron from IBMS with a view to developing the concept. Noted SPAN costs circa £80K, initially centrally funded, but not in perpetuity. 

· Aim to have an initial meeting before end of Nov 2007 (D Cameron has suggested some specific contacts, and also some issues that were raised at the recent IBMS conference which might prove useful starting points)

2. PMS OBC

· Meeting to finalise submission on Oct 11th 2007. Eric Carlyle and Bill Bartlett invited to represent ACB / SSCB

4. Committee Membership

There have been no formal nominations for the two vacancies on the Committee (Member for Tayside and Fife, and Member for Lothian, Forth Valley and Borders). One provisional nomination has been received for Tayside and Fife (E Dow) and individual approaches are being made to Lothian etc. As no other nominations have been received for the Member for Greater Glasgow, Susan Knox was deemed to be re-elected unopposed. 

Noted that both J Tillman and W Simpson will demit office in March 2008.

5. Forthcoming meetings 

Spring 2008: Royal Alexandra Hospital, Paisley “Trace metals, nutrition and lipids” (C Ross) 

Speakers to include: William Marshall, Duff Bruce (surgery, ARI), an anaesthetist from RAH, Dinesh Talwar, Andy Duncan, Karen Smith


Summer 2008: Inverness, “Remote and Rural” (A Pollock)


Autumn 2008: Glasgow topic & lead to be considered in November

Training course, September 2009: (Peter Rae)

Venue had been decided (Herriot Watt University), but potential problem with numbers – original estimate 120, but now down to estimated 80 (Herriot Watt will not accommodate a group of less than 100). The committee agreed that a firm commitment should nonetheless be made, and if necessary, attendance could be encouraged locally, possibly to include trained members attending as a ‘refresher’ course.

6. Reports 
Council – no report
Federation of Clinical Scientists – Jacqui McGuire - report attached 20071001
Trainees – Sarah Jarvis - no specific information to report
Clinical Practice Session – David Preiss

 - no report. Noted that DP will be taking ‘time out’ and so may not be eligble to represent CPS in the future.
Regional Tutor – Mike Wallace 

- All grade A trainees in year two (Fiona Stefanowicz, Michael Crane and Roy Peake) passed the University of Surrey MSc in Clinical Biochemsitry and Molecular Biology - both Michael and Roy obtained a merit pass. Annual appraisals of all were performed on 28th September and all are progressing well. The two year three trainees (Jane McNeilly and Louise Brown) have been awarded the ACB Grade A completion certificate.

Audit Group – no report

Treasurer – Frank Finlay - central reorganisation of funding has stalled temporarily

7. AOCB

SIGN 97: Bill Simpson pointed out to the committee that a spreadsheet had been produced by the SIGN 97 implementation group which estimated the considerable laboratory costs of this process. (available on the SIGN website, http://www.sign.ac.uk/guidelines/published/support/guideline93-97/excel.html ).

8. Date of next meeting
RAH Paisley 24th April  time tbc
Dr William G. Simpson  ACB Scottish Region Secretary
Department of Clinical Biochemistry

Medical School buildings, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, 

Foresterhill, ABERDEEN,  AB25 2ZD

tel. (01224) 554620

bill.simpson@nhs.net
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