
Scotland Region
Meeting of the ACB Scotland Regional Committee

Wednesday 22nd June 2011
Seminar Room 6, Perth Royal Infirmary
Minutes

Present: Anne Pollock (AP), Kevin Deans (KD), Suzanne MacKenzie (SMacK), Jim Allison (JA), Jane McNeilly (JMcN), Kim Heathcote (KH), Fiona Brandie (FB), Michael Murphy (MM), Paul Cawood (PC), Marianne Barr (MB), Karen Smith (KS), Joy Johnstone (JJ)
1. Apologies for absence
Received from: J Anderson, B Croal, F Finlay, S Jarvis, G Phimister, K Rankin
2. Minutes of previous meeting (28th March 2011, previously circulated and on website)
Accepted as a true record of events 
3. Matters arising and not specified below
None

4. Committee Membership

New Committee members were welcomed.

SMacK indicated that she is no longer a trainee. However, she is the Clinical Practice representative, and there is no requirement for this position to be taken by a trainee, so she is welcome to continue in this position.

JMcN indicated that she is no longer a trainee. She is due to demit office in April 2012, and the committee agreed that there is no need for her to demit office before that. Nominations for replacements for those due to demit office in April 2012 will be sought towards the end of 2011.

JMcN suggested that there should also be a Microbiology representative on the committee. The committee agreed that this would be useful. A change to the rules will be proposed at the next AGM (Spring 2012), after which nominations can be sought if the rule change is approved.
5. Forthcoming meetings 

Autumn 2011 – 27th-28th October – Norton House Hotel, Edinburgh – AP proposed a vote of thanks to SJ for all her work organising the Autumn meeting. SJ had given her apologies for absence from the June committee meeting, but had circulated an update paper on the arrangements in place for the Norton House meeting. Specific points discussed were as follows:

Previous meetings have included a drinks reception – shall we continue with this? The consensus was that we should, as money is available for this.

Previous meetings have included wine on the tables for dinner. Are we happy to continue with this? The consensus was that we would continue this.

Do we wish any after dinner entertainment? It was decided that after the meal, there would be time for socialising/networking, but no formal entertainment was necessary.

Sponsorship – at the time of the committee meeting, there were five confirmed sponsors. There was some discussion around whether or not we should seek further sponsorship, and it was concluded that committee members should give KH details of any additional companies who may be interested in sponsoring.

Plenary lecture – it has been previously decided that this lecture will no longer carry a named title. It was decided that Amazon Gift Vouchers would be a suitable gift for the speaker at the plenary lecture.

Spring 2012 – Previously, it had been agreed that this meeting would be held in Wishaw General Hospital, with an Immunology theme. KD agreed to check with GP and SJ regarding whether this is still considered a viable proposal. Potential back-up plans suggested included having a morning session on immunology and an afternoon session on interesting cases, or a morning session on immunology and an afternoon session on areas of common interest in microbiology and clinical biochemistry. JMcN and MB indicated willingness to help with organisation if necessary.
Summer 2012 – A meeting in Perth was proposed, with case presentations including presentations eligible for the John King award. MM agreed to organise this meeting.

Autumn 2012 – There have been informal discussions with several nephrologists about the possibility of having a joint meeting between the Scottish Renal Association (SRA) and ACB Scotland. SRA is planning to have a meeting in November 2012 in Ardoe House Hotel, Aberdeen, and the possibility has been raised of having some common sessions at this meeting around areas of common interest such as PTH, renal stones and ciclosporin. The committee was strongly supportive of this proposal in principle. It was agreed that KD would discuss this further with local organisers from SRA in Aberdeen.
6. Reports
Council – FF gave his apologies for absence, and indicated beforehand that the last meeting of Council had been on 24 March 2011 and had already been reported on at the previous committee meeting. The next Council meeting was scheduled for 7 July 2011.
Federation of Clinical Scientists – tabled (PC) and available on website.  
Trainees – reports provided (JMcN and FB) also available on website. The committee congratulated everyone who has been successful in the recent examinations.
Clinical Practice Session – report tabled (SMacK) and on website  
Regional Tutor – report tabled (JA) and on website. JA gave details of the current uncertain situation regarding Modernising Scientific Careers, and informed the committee that Rob Farley has set up several cross-discipline workgroups with the aim of developing a home-grown solution to training. Likely difficulties in resourcing this have been noted. Alternative strategies have been proposed, which include combining supernumerary postgraduate clinical scientist training with substantive biomedical scientist trainee training, possibly overseen by a university, or using the Manchester training course which is used by some Blood Science Healthcare Science trainees in England. It is thought unlikely that NHS Education for Scotland would fully fund these options, and in the current economic climate it is thought unlikely that Health Boards would give financial support. Clearly, the situation is uncertain at present. AP asked if ACB Scotland needs to do anything at present. JA suggested that information should be gathered about where in the country trainees are needed for succession planning, and that the case should be made locally for the contributions made by clinical scientists. AP suggested that the issue of coming up with figures regarding succession planning nationally would fall under the remit of the Managed Diagnostic Network, which is already collecting workforce data. JA offered to send round the committee a summary of a recent meeting with Rob Farley (attached).
Audit Group –– KS indicated that this group met recently.
Treasurer – full accounts and summary provided by KH. KH indicated that we have still not been credited £1510 which we were erroneously debited for a Welsh meeting. She has reminded the ACB Office in London.
Specialty Advisor – BC had given apologies for absence, but had previously circulated an email to the committee, indicating that he was currently putting together the annual report and would circulate it when completed. 
7. Scottish Clinical Biochemistry Managed Diagnostic Network (MDN).
The committee congratulated BC on his recent appointment as Vice President of the Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath), but noted that as he would consequently be stepping down as Clinical Lead for the Managed Diagnostic Network (MDN), this would be a loss to the MDN. AP stated that she hoped that people would give serious consideration to who would take on the role of MDN Clinical Lead. She asked that everyone feed back information to Heather Holmes (MDN Manager) as requested by her.
BC had suggested by email that the ACB Scotland committee membership should be changed as follows: specialty advisor – no representation; RCPath – member of Scottish Council or higher if available attends; MDN – no representation, but ACB Scotland chair or secretary attends MDN meetings. The committee agreed that these changes should be supported, and the necessary rule changes will be proposed at the next AGM.
8. AOCB.
Timing/length of committee meetings – There was a general consensus that current committee meetings (held before the scientific meetings) tend to be short and rushed. Furthermore, the fact that committee meetings are held at the scientific meetings may make it difficult for non-committee members to attend the scientific meetings if they come from smaller departments where a committee member works. AP proposed that we have committee meetings separate from the scientific meetings in future. There was some discussion of the pros and cons of this, after which it was unanimously agreed that from 2012 onwards, the Spring committee meeting will be held alongside the scientific meeting (as the AGM is also held at this meeting), and the Summer and Autumn committee meetings would be separate from the scientific meetings.


9. Date of next meeting
27/28 October 2011 (at Norton House meeting) – KD to check when this could be held around the scientific programme and email round the committee to agree the most appropriate time.
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