
Scotland Region
Meeting of the ACB Scotland Regional Committee

Thursday 5th November 2009 12.45
Crieff Hydro Hotel
Minutes

Present: Bill Simpson (WS), Ian Godber (IG), Anne Pollock (AP), Paul Cawood (PC), Jim Allison (JA), Sarah Jarvis (SJ), Jane McNeilly (JMcN), Maria Warner (MW), Frank Finlay (FF), Bernie Croal (BC), Janet Hogg (JH)
1. Apologies for absence
Received from:, Ellie Dow, Suzanne Mackenzie, Joy Johnstone  
2. Minutes of previous meeting (15th July 2009, previously circulated and on website)
These were agreed as a correct record

3. Matters arising and not specified below
3.1 National Pathology Week - Edinburgh carrying out an event at the museum as they did last year, Glasgow have an event at the Science Centre and Aberdeen are also hosting an event.. 
3.2 Training Course Feedback – 84 delegates at the course at Herriot Watt. Excellent feedback was received, Dr Rae’s clinical cases session was described as being “so good he should write a book of them”

4. Committee Membership

FF has spoken to Graeme Phemister however is not currently an ACB Member but is intending to join in the new year. An invitation for nominations for soon to be vacant Committee posts (Treasurer, Member for Glasgow & Lanarkshire) has been sent out.
FF will take on AP’s role as Regional Member on Council and will take over from the AGM in March.
Once again the representative from Ayrshire & Arran, Argyll & Clyde and Dumfries and Galloway was unable to attend.
5. Forthcoming meetings 
Spring 2010 – This has been arranged for Edinburgh on 3rd March. PC explained that it will take place in the Chancellors Building at RIE. There will be no charge for room hire however transport and lunch costs will have to be found through sponsorship. IG will chase sponsors unable to exhibit at Crieff.
Focus 2010 – IG reported that the invitation to register will go out with this months ACB News – exhibition space is virtually sold out
Summer 2010 – Tayside – Members Papers – Joy Johnstone will arrange a date in June
Autumn 2010 – Glasgow – IG to approach Susan Knox  and Karen Smith with the subject possible being Diabetes, Insulin  and Glucose.

6. Reports
Council AP reported on the last meeting of Council earlier this month. Finance remains an issue and Terry Dyer has requested more information from regions on how monies are spent. This year capitation can be spent. Work continues on POCT and eLearning. In England the initiative to allow patients access to their own results has begun. Modernising Scientific Careers continues however with substantial changes, a document is due out mid-Autumn, however there is still no infrastructure in place. Lab Tests Online is running into financial difficulty due to it’s reliance on donations, the ACB have not contributed to it to date and WS will write to Julian Barth urging the ACB Exec to support this in a similar way to the Royal College of Pathologists. There are still issues regarding payments for on-call arrangements.
Federation of Clinical Scientists – tabled (PC) and available on website – nothing to add 
Trainees – reports provided (JMcN and MW) also available on website – nothing to add
Clinical Practice Session – tabled (SM) and available on website 
Regional Tutor – report provided (JA) and on website 
Audit Group –– no report
Treasurer – no further transactions since July report
Specialty Advisor – tabled (BC) and available on website
7. Scottish Clinical Biochemistry Managed Diagnostic Network (MDN) Funding has now been finally agreed from the health department. A host board remains to be determined and BC is currently working on a job description for a Network Manager, a post which will need to be appointed into.
8. AOCB.
· Dr Harry Burns is wanting the views of organisations such as the ACB on Modernising Scientific Careers – IG will write to him with a copy of the response sent in during the consultation exercise.

· Joe O’Meara is organising media training in London on 25th Nov – Sarah Jarvis will attend on behalf of ACB Scotland.


9. Date of next meeting
Edinburgh 3rd March 2010
Dr Ian Godber 
ACB Scotland Regional Secretary
Department of Clinical Biochemistry

Monklands Hospital, AIRDRIE,
Lanarkshire,  ML6 0JS
tel. (01236) 712109
ian.godber@lanarkshire.scot.nhs.uk
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