
Scotland Region
Meeting of the ACB Scotland Regional Committee

Thursday 27th October 2011
Norton House Hotel, Ingliston, Edinburgh EH28 8LX

Minutes

Present: Anne Pollock (AP), Kevin Deans (KD), Jim Allison (JA), Jane McNeilly (JMcN), Kim Heathcote (KH), Fiona Brandie (FB), Michael Murphy (MM), Marianne Barr (MB), Bernie Croal (BC), Frank Finlay (FF), Sarah Jarvis (SJ), Karen Rankin (KR)
1. Apologies for absence
Received from: J Anderson, P Cawood, J Johnstone, S MacKenzie, G Phimister, 
2. Minutes of previous meeting (22nd June 2011, previously circulated and on website)
Accepted as a true record of events 
3. Matters arising and not specified below
None

4. Committee Membership

Posts due to demit in April 2012 are:

Member, Grampian and Highland – currently held by AP. AP queried whether this post was held in abeyance during her tenure as Chair. KD indicated that he was not aware of any rule to that effect, but would check the rules again. (Secretary’s note: Review of the rules confirms that the post is not held in abeyance, and nominations will therefore be sought for Member, Grampian and Highland, shortly. AP is eligible for re-election.)

West of Scotland trainee representative – currently held by JMcN, who is not eligible for re-election as she is no longer a trainee.

Meeting Secretary- currently held by SJ, who is eligible for re-election.

In addition, the rule changes previously discussed (addition of Microbiology representative, addition of RCPath representative – member of Scottish Council or higher, removal of Specialty Advisor to the Scottish Government Health Department) will be proposed at the AGM in March 2012.
5. Forthcoming meetings 
Spring 2012 – Wishaw General Hospital. Suggested topics included home parenteral nutrition, intravenous fluid therapy, gentamicin/vancomycin and patient safety. MB and JMcN agreed to organise this meeting in conjunction with SJ.
Summer 2012 – Perth Royal Infirmary. MM has agreed to organise this meeting, with members’ papers/case presentations including presentations eligible for the John King award. 

Autumn 2012 – Ardoe House Hotel, Aberdeen, Friday 16th November 2012. This will be a joint meeting with the Scottish Renal Association. Parallel sessions will be held in the morning, with suggested topics for the Biochemistry session including acute kidney injury and microalbuminuria/proteinuria. The afternoon session will be joint with the Scottish Renal Association, with suggested topics including renal stones and renal bone disease. KD is liaising with renal colleagues to organise this meeting. KH indicated that a diagnostics company has asked if there is space in the programme for a presentation, and it was agreed that this could be accommodated.  Discussions were held regarding ways of optimising attendance at this meeting. Strategies suggested included having subsidised rates for trainees; there was general agreement that it would be best to agree the policy on subsidised rates at the outset in order to ensure equity, and that any trainees benefiting from subsidised places should be ACB members. SJ suggested exploring the possibility of running minibuses from the Central Belt, and it was agreed that she should explore this possibility. The possibility of having a Trainees’ Day in Aberdeen the day before (Thursday 15th November) was suggested, with a “Not in the textbooks” theme, focussing on the needs of scientific and medical trainees preparing for all stages of FRCPath. Suggested topics included critical appraisal, leadership and management. There was general agreement that this would be a useful day. BC, JA and KD agreed to organise this.
6. Reports
Council – previously circulated (FF). The final sentence of the paragraph on Finance was missing from the report – it had been intended to say that the ACB previously received a £30,000 grant for Labtests On-Line; this grant  has been discontinued this year due to the economic climate. Labs are Vital (LRV): the plan is for each region in England to have a champion to emphasise the importance of laboratory services in the commissioning process. BC indicated that he had attended a recent meeting regarding this. The meeting had been chaired by Graham Beastall, who is going to produce guidance for those involved in commissioning. BC indicated that this information may be useful for Scotland, but that there is no need for a Scottish champion. BC indicated that he will attend meetings of ACB Council as Vice President of RCPath.
Federation of Clinical Scientists – previously circulated (PC). PC had given apologies for absence.   
Trainees – reports provided (JMcN and FB) and available on website. JMcN asked the current position regarding Modernising Scientific Careers. JA indicated that a meeting was planned for 7th November with the Clinical Science Training Leads and Rob Farley, where hopefully more information would be forthcoming. Strong indications were that there would be one Clinical Biochemistry trainee in Scotland next year, but there was uncertainty as to what training programme the trainee would attend. There would be funding for a salary, and a budget for education, but it was unclear whether this would be sufficient to send the trainee to a course, e.g. in Manchester or Nottingham. The Guildford course has now ceased, and there was subsequent discussion regarding the problems that this is creating for 2nd year trainees in finding accommodation, with current plans being for them to stay in the YMCA. FB asked about the possibility of hospital accommodation, and JA indicated that this has been explored, and the hospital cannot guarantee availability of accommodation. Furthermore, private flats are unavailable for such a short period as 10 weeks. AP asked what basis there was for having one trainee next year, and JA indicated that it was on the basis of what could be afforded. FB asked about the position regarding funding pre-registration trainee attendance at ACB Scotland scientific meetings. It was agreed that if trainees are to be offered subsidised or free places at future meetings, it would be reasonable to expect them to do something at the meeting, e.g. present a paper or assist with the registration desk. Furthermore, any free or subsidised places would, in future, only be offered to ACB members. FB indicated that she had been contacted by a trainee in Edinburgh who was interested in participating in National Pathology Year. KD indicated that he had recently taken on a role as RCPath Public Engagement Regional Coordinator (PERC), and offered to give FB contact details for the PERC based in Edinburgh. 
Clinical Practice Session – SMacK had given her apologies for absence and indicated that there was nothing to report.
Regional Tutor – Report previously circulated.(JA) and available on website.  The committee congratulated all those who have recently achieved exam passes.
Audit Group –– No report.
Treasurer – Report and accounts previously circulated (KH). KH indicated that profit from the Norton House meeting would probably be in the region of £2,000 - £2,500.  It was emphasised that profit is used to support the one-day scientific meetings throughout the year which tend to attract less sponsorship.  All sponsorship income from now on is subject to VAT.  KH requested that any expense claims should be with her by 9/12/11 in order to be processed this financial year.  It was noted that the £1,510 previously erroneously debited from the Scotland Region instead of Wales had now been credited.
Specialty Advisor – Report attached (BC) and available on website.. 
7. Scottish Clinical Biochemistry Managed Diagnostic Network (MDN)
BC indicated that he was stepping down as Clinical Lead for the MDN and that two candidates had self-nominated to replace him.  An election will therefore be held.  Key issues for the MDN at the moment include Pathology Harmony, cessation of dual reporting of HbA1c results, and the fact that involvement in Keele Benchmarking was to continue.

8. AOCB
BLC informed the committee about the newly formed Academy for Healthcare Science.

AP raised the issue of the refresh of Safe, Accurate and Effective and indicated the need for Healthcare Scientists to engage with this and to think of ways to encourage involvement with the Healthcare Science Forum.

AP thanked SJ for organising the Norton House meeting.


9. Date of next meeting
Thursday, 29th March 2012 at Wishaw General Hospital. 
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