
Scottish Region
Meeting of the Scottish Regional Committee

Wednesday 29th August 12:00 – 15:00
Laboratory Seminar Room, Hairmyres
Minutes
Present: Janet Tillman, Anne Pollock, Jacqueline McGuire, Bill Simpson, Karen Smith, Sarah Jarvis,  David Preiss, Mike Wallace
Welcome to: Maria Warner, East of Scotland trainees representative replacing Neil Squires
In attendance: Ian Godber, (Organiser, October meeting)
1. Apologies for absence
These were received from Susan Knox, Frank Finlay and Janet Hogg.
2. Minutes of previous meeting (20th March 2007, previously circulated)
These were agreed as a correct record
3. Matters arising from these minutes and not specified on the agenda:
1. Clarification was sought on Item 4, June 2008 meeting; “sponsorship… is available”. This referred to the surplus of potential sponsors willing to sponsor the October 2007 meeting, although these were likely to be smaller amounts.

2. Item 8, Roles of the ACB Regional Committee and the Senior Scottish Clinical Biochemists (SSCB).  Janet Tillman spoke to this and also mentioned the recent meeting of the SSCB in May (Minutes of that meeting are to be forwarded to the ACB Committee when available, but some points of note were raised at this meeting):

 The SSCB is an unofficial group comprising mostly of Departmental Heads and Senior Clinical Staff, representing many Clinical Biochemistry laboratories around Scotland. These individuals are generally responsible for making policy decisions in their own Departments, and so it is considered helpful to have a forum where agreement between laboratories can be reached.
It was noted that the SSCB has no political remit, there only being two main routes to raise issues at the Scottish Executive, these being

1. Health Care Sciences (HCS) Forum (which includes 60+ other groups, thus limiting the impact of our specialty)
2. Specialty Advisor (Alan Hutchison)

Other groups have a third mechanism, e.g. Pathologists have the Scottish Pathology Network (SPAN – see http://www.pathologyscotland.org/) and it had been suggested that it would be useful to set up a similarly structured network for Clinical Biochemistry, to include Scientific, Medical and BMS staff. David Cameron (BMS4, Glasgow Royal Infirmary), has already agreed to collate expressions of interest from lead BMS staff across the country.
The (Scottish Region ACB) Committee expressed general agreement for the desirability of such a network, and Janet Tillman offered to investigate whether SPAN have a constitution which could be adapted for Clinical Biochemistry, regarding remit, membership etc. It was suggested that, having ascertained which grades of staff would be appropriate to be members of such a network, they should be approached and BMS staff directed to David Cameron via his P.A. (Shona.Duncanson.wg@NorthGlasgow.Scot.NHS.UK). 
4. Committee Membership

Two vacancies currently exist on the Committee: Member for Tayside and Fife, and Member for Lothian, Forth Valley and Borders. A mailshot to the membership has requested nominations for these, although none has been received to date. Nominations are also possible for a Member for Greater Glasgow (Susan Knox has completed one term, but is eligible and has expressed a willingness to stand for a second). It was noted that Bill Simpson (honorary secretary) will complete a second term by March 2008 and will not be eligible for re-election.
It was noted that by the Committee that efforts are currently being made to locate the Constitution and that a copy is requested by ACB central office when available.
5. Forthcoming meetings 
3rd/4th October 2007, Crieff, organised by Wishaw:

It was anticipated that the final programme will be available next week. Currently there are approximately 90 delegates; 70+ are staying for dinner and 63 staying overnight, with delegates coming from as far afield as Australia. Almost 20 BMS staff members have enrolled, although these are all from Lanarkshire!  It was stated that this was deliberately a non-profit meeting in order to make it more popular. 

Graham Beastall is obtaining an item for presenting to the ‘Morgan Memorial’ Lecturer.
It was suggested that the meeting, if continued, should ‘de-synchronise’ with the IBMS meeting as on this occasion it is a mere 2 weeks before the October ACB meeting, possibly reducing the number of delegates.

There may be more cost-effective venues for future years.


Spring 2008: Royal Alexandra Hospital, Paisley “Trace metals, nutrition and lipids” (C Ross) 
The previously suggested date of Thu 17th April in fact clashes with the training course, and so the following Thursday was mooted (24th April). Potential speakers include: Andrew Taylor (Guildford), Andy Duncan (G.R.I. Clinical Biochemistry), Kevin Rooney (ICU consultant, talking on the role of tight glucose control in ICU), Ruth Ayling or William Marshall (who have recently complete a book on nutrition), Dinesh Talwar, Mauritzio Panarelli, Anne Cruickshank, Geoff Beckett and Adrian Brady (cardiology, Glasgow; currently undertaking a project on obesity). There should also be an audit presentation, to be arranged. 

Summer 2008: 
It was suggested that it was probably too soon to have another 2-day meeting, and so it was decided to hold a ‘normal’ summer meeting in 2008.  Anne Pollock offered to host this in Inverness, with a possible topic of ‘Remote and Rural’.  It was noted that, for reasons of funding, forthcoming meetings should only be held at NHS venues.


Autumn 2008:

 Glasgow has not hosted a meeting for some time; suggestions include Glasgow Royal Infirmary or Gartnavel General Hospital


Training course, September 2009: (Peter Rae)
Venue decided – Herriot Watt University. 

6. Reports 
Council – Anne Pollock 
Standardisation: West Midlands are working on harmonisation of units and reference ranges. A meeting is being organised in November to which it is hoped that all regions will send representatives The committee suggested approaching Paul Cawood to represent Scottish Region. 
Finance: There are significant benefits to the organisation to be gained from centralisation of finances. Council accepted the principle and unless there are any further strong objections it will be agreed at the next Council meeting in November.  The Committee endorsed the centralisation of funds.
Age discrimination: Rules of award lectures etc may need to be amended to avoid contravening new age discrimination legislation. The Committee believes that there are no Scottish Regional awards etc which would be affected.

Job Descriptions: Committee Members are requested to complete a brief job description to assist new Committee members when elected.
Federation of Clinical Scientists – Jacqui McGuire (See attached appendix 20070801)
Discussion largely concerned Agenda for Change – Members are encouraged to adopt an open approach to sharing information on banding and progress with reviews. 
It was noted that Jacqui is unable to attend meetings of the Scottish Forum for Healthcare Science (SFHCS) and it was suggested that Paul Cawood is approached to represent the FCS on these occasions.
Trainees – Sarah Jarvis 
Concern expressed at the last meeting (17th Aug 2007) regarding the number of trainees coming to the end of fixed-term training (32 in September), although some have local extensions. Also concern was raised regarding the training courses – length, cost etc. Mike Wallace will raise this at the Education Committee, and Anne Pollock will raise at Council. A survey had been undertaken previously, and David Preiss will forward reports of this to AP & MW.
Clinical Practice Session – David Preiss (Appendix 20070802)
Regional Tutor – Mike Wallace (Appendix 20070803)
Please see the attachment - Members to send any information requiring amendment (especially regarding the HST(B) list) to Mike Wallace please.
Audit Group – Karen Smith
Current activity includes  Interferences - audit & re-audit report, and Electrophoresis - first audit against the standards.
Treasurer – No report
7. AOCB

EGFR:

Anne Pollock reported on a meeting which took place in June 2007 – notes of this & the survey report are to follow. The appropriateness of measuring ACR versus PCR were discussed – it was noted that National guidance (SIGN) is however imminent.
Healthcare Science Awareness Week (Janet Tillman):
A meeting will take place in November. If any events are being planned to coincide with this, please contact Robert Farley via Janet

Scottish Executive Health Directorates Bulletin (Janet Tillman):

Attached for info (Appendix 20070804).

National Procurement for Patient Management System with Order Communication System (Bill Simpson):

Comments on the Outline Business Case are requested by 2nd week of September. It was proposed that Bill Bartlett’s comments should be endorsed by the Committee.

Grade A A4C banding (Mike Wallace):

It has been announced that Grade A trainees nationally are to be assimilated to band 6.

8. Date of next meeting
Crieff Hydro Hotel; October 2007: Wednesday 3rd 09:15 - 10:15
Dr William G. Simpson  ACB Scottish Region Secretary
Department of Clinical Biochemistry
Medical School buildings, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, 

Foresterhill, ABERDEEN,  AB25 2ZD

tel. (01224) 554620

bill.simpson@nhs.net
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