ACB Clinical Practice Section: Summary of recent meeting

Constitutional: 

ACB CPS is now formally represented on the ACB Executive and also has a seat on the Education committee. 

Education: 

Organising committees for ACB training courses and all postgraduate courses are now meant to have an SpR/medic on board to assist in the course planning. SpRs feel that course cost remains a significant issue. There are ongoing concerns about lack of chemical pathology teaching, standards and variability of training, roles of College, PMETB etc. The ACB CPS will therefore write a position paper on education (draft to be discussed at upcoming Sept meeting). The proposed topics are (i) Medical education and chemical pathology (ii) Where doctors add value to laboratory medicine (iii) Ideas for re-certification

Survey of consultants contracts and job plans:
 Pat Twomey has completed this audit providing data on the number of consultants with/without job plans, sessions worked, on-call activities, on-call supplements. This data will be available soon.

Website:

 Operational difficulties remain. The Specialist Interest Group activities remain patchy and communication is a stumbling block; communication to a wider audience is ineffective at this stage. It is clear that a dynamic website is a necessity to create a focus for ACB CPS information & communications. Marek Dominiczak together with ACB webteam plans to move forward with creating a website. There is a small amount of money available to fund the project. The website will probably be part of the ACB website, though in the interests of time it may be made separately with a link on the ACB website. Hopefully a pilot site will be up & running in late 2007. MD is looking for 2 SpRs to assist with communications (writing articles, collating information).

Plans for coming year:

Focus 2008 session/s: 2 or 3 sessions arranged by Stuart Smellie; breakfasts etc.

2 steering group meetings

Consultant and SpR Chemical Pathology Club 2007: includes a session by the specialist interest groups, a team building exercise (sponsored by AZ), SpR programme as usual, discussion of position paper

New chair of ACB CPS:

Mike Toop stepped down as chair of the CPS after the meeting. Ceridwen Coulson is now chair of the CPS.
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