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November 2010
The ACB CPS met by teleconference in October 2010 & discussed a number of ongoing issues:
· The CPS continues to promote Clinical Biochemistry: It presented a session on ‘Interpreting Lab Results’ at the BMJ Masterclass for GPs again this year, which was very successful. It is anticipated that the CPS will participate in the 2011 Masterclass too.
· The CPS are going to arrange education sessions at FOCUS 2011 in Harrogate which will be aimed at consultant level practice. Possible topics might include Hypoglycaemia, Hypertriglyceridaemia, Demand Management, Novel therapies for Diabetes etc. Anyone with suggestion for sessions should email them to the CPS Director, Dr Smellie: director.clinicalpractice@ACB.org.uk
· The opportunity for the ACB to contribute to the Laboratory Medicine Catalogue has been discussed. Although this is not an NHSScotland project, members from north of Hadrian’s Wall are welcome to contribute vignettes and clinical cases to the project. The CPS felt this could be very suitable experience for trainees and encourages them to get involved. 
· The CPS are concerned that the ACB may miss the opportunity to be involved with NICE consultations, so has decided to register the ACB office with NICE, and any consultation invitations would then be disseminated through named intermediaries. Members who might like to become involved in consultations may wish to ensure they are subscribed to the ACB CPS mailbase. To have your name added please email the ACB at admin@ACB.org.uk.
· Other issues discussed included out of hours work for Speciality Trainees as medical registrars on HAN rotas. This raises many issues including CPD and appraisal problems (will the trainees receive CPD in general medicine and who should appraise their work in this area?) also the effects on daytime training due to rest days after these shifts. The CPS is only aware of one region of the UK where this is happening already, but it has been raised as a possibility in others. It would therefore be keen to know if this is going to happen (has already happened??) in Scotland. 
· Finally, the CPS is aware of the pressures on Clinical Excellence Awards, which are becoming very competitive and we will continue to monitor the situation closely. 
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