Minutes of the Scottish Region ACB AGM, 2007
Tuesday 20th March 2007
Lauder College Business Learning & Conference Centre, Dunfermline

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Judith Strachan, Susan Knox, Denis O’Reilly, Bernie Croall, Jim Allison, Graham Ellis

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting
There were agreed as a correct record.

3. Matters arising
Nothing not dealt with under current agenda items.

4. Chairman’s Report
Janet Tillman tabled a report covering the region’s activity over the previous year. This has included three excellent scientific meetings. These continue to attract generous sponsorship, which means we can continue to provide these free of charge. It was then her great pleasure to make two awards. The John King Award for the best talk by a trainee in the region to one of the region’s scientific meetings was awarded to Neil Squires for his talk on TPMT genotyping. The John Paterson Award is a one-off award in memory of Dr John Paterson, late consultant at Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirmary. This is a sum of money to be awarded towards the MRCPath project and was awarded to Dr Rajeev Srivastava for a project on reflex and reflective testing. It was agreed that this was a particularly appropriate award in view of John Paterson’s interest in this area. ACB Council had requested regions to consider making a one-off donation to the Benevolent Fund. There were no objections from the floor and therefore an appropriate donation will be made. Finally Janet mentioned that a number of the Committee Members were stepping down (see below under item 13), but particular mention was made of Dr Richard Spooner, who is stepping down after 12 years as the Regional Member on the Federation of Clinical Scientists and Dr Peter Rae, after 6 years as Secretary.

5. Report from Regional Member on Council
Anne Pollock tabled the Report. She highlighted the fact that the structure of the ACB is changing. In order to enable this change there will need to be amendments to the articles and bylaws and there will further discussion of this at Focus.

6. Report from Regional Member of Federation of Clinical Scientists
Dr Richard Spooner tabled a Report. He briefly discussed AfC, which has been a major issue over the past year. Bandings should be available for most individuals fairly soon. Those bandings that have become available have generally been in line with expectations, and he was optimistic that where there have been an issues that these can be fairly readily resolved.

7. Report from the Regional Treasurer
Mr Frank Finlay provided a copy of the region’s accounts for the past year and recorded his gratitude to Alasdair Glen for auditing these. He highlighted a number of issues from the accounts, which were as follows:
Income comes mainly from sponsorship of scientific meetings and a capitation fee from the ACB Central Office.
The main expenses are the scientific meetings, committee expenses, and travel expenses for the audit group.
The reserves are satisfactory at present.
This reserve is helpful since with the planned two-day meeting in Crieff in the autumn a number of expenses will need to be met before fees for attendance are received.

8. Report from Trainee Committee Member
Neil Squires and Sarah Jarvis tabled a report. One particular issue highlighted was that the trainees website is being up-dated and suggestions for items to appear on this website would be welcome.

9. Report from the Regional Tutor
Dr Mike Wallace tabled a report and draw attention to the very high standard of trainees in recent years. He thanked all of those involved in training and congratulated Jane McNeilly and Louise Brown in achieving merit in their MSc and Neil Squires for winning the John King Award. Interviews for the next intake of trainees will be held in April and once again applicants are of a high standard. Mike draw attention to the fact that at present all of the training sites are fully accredited.

10. Report from the Audit Co-ordinator
Karen Smith tabled a report and announced that the next meeting of the Scottish Audit Group will be in May and will once again be held in Perth. She is always willing to involve any interested individuals in the Audit Group.

11. Report from the Clinical Practice Section
Dr David Preiss tabled a report. There have been no recent meetings of this group since the separate sections are each taking forward their respective tasks. They have involvement at Focus, and are planning even greater involvement next year.

12. Healthcare Science Consensus Event – 17th May 2007
This event will be held at Dynamic Earth. This organisation is the main link for the profession to the Scottish Executive. Many other groups come under the same umbrella of Health Care Science. This meeting is going to examine the summary of the survey recently performed by all Health Boards regarding Healthcare Scientists and is important with regard to issues such as workforce planning and training.

13. Membership of Regional Committee
Frank Finlay has served a term of three years as Regional Treasurer and is eligible for re-election. He has expressed a willingness to continue as Treasurer. There were no nominations from the floor and he was therefore duly re-elected. Dr Bill Simpson has served a three year term as member for Grampian. Likewise he has expressed a willingness to continue for a further term and again there were no nominations from the floor, and he was therefore duly re-elected. Susan Knox has served a three-year term and Peter Rae will contact her to establish whether she would be prepared to serve a further term. Richard Spooner is standing down and is being replaced by Jackie McGuire. He will continue to provide support to Jackie for the next year or so. Peter Rae has served two three year terms as secretary and Simon Walker has served two three year terms as a member for Lothian, Borders and Forth Valley and therefore neither is eligible for re-election. Dr Bill Simpson has agreed to take over as secretary, at least for the next year. A new member will be sought for the Lothian, Borders and Forth valley area.
 
Action: Peter Rae

14. Future Scientific Meetings
There will be a two-day meeting held at Crieff on the 3rd and 4th October 2007. This is open to all and not just to ACB Members. It is advertised on the website and in the News Sheet and members are encouraged to register. The spring 2008 meeting will be held in Paisley, organised by Colleen Ross on a theme of lipids, trace elements and nutrition, and the summer 2008 meeting may be held in Inverness.

15. AOCB
National PAS
Bill Simpson announced that there is a Committee examining the possibility of a National PAS for Scotland on which he sits. This will include an order comms package. This proposal is now public and includes a lab system for all of Scotland.

Data Set Committee
Frank Finlay briefly discussed this committee, which also involves Paul Cawood. Its deliberations will be out for consultation soon and this will be needed before the national PAS can progress.

16. Date of next meeting
March 2008, to coincide with spring scientific meeting in Paisley.
Dr Peter WH Rae
Secretary
Scottish Region
Association for Clinical Biochemistry

